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Associate Editors Lovers for Ghange During the past two decades, scores of studies have demonstratzcgffat the quality and safety of modern
- T health care leave much to be desired, despite the fact that most JJsicians are well trained and work very
reface for Qualty hard. Yet the evidence is undeniable, with clear documentation of stunning variations in patterns of care
Contributors that are neither supported by evidence nor justified by outcomes, major gaps between evidence-based best
Quaity Improvement . " - ) v
. Strategies current practic 1s of serious medical errors, which, by at least one
Video Cortents estimate, may be the third leading cause of death in the United States after heart disease and cancer. * The
1. ApproachtoMedicine, h o Y recognition of these quality and safety problems has catalyzed a major transformation in thinking and
patient andths Madical ] Epdemiooay practice, with new technologies, regulations, training models, incentive systems, and more.
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To appreciate the problem and how to address it requires an understanding of quality measurement and
improvement, the safety of patients, and value, which is the confluence of safety, quality, and cost
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Synopsis
Key Points
+ An outbreak of respiratory tract infection due to a novel coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2 (initially called 2019-

nCoV), has recently been recognized

+ The virus s thought to be zoonotic in origin, but the animal reservoir is not yet known, and it s clear
that human-to-human transmission is occurring

+ Infection ranges from asymptomatic to severe; symptoms include fever, cough, and (in moderate to
severe cases) dyspnea; disease may evolve over the course of a week or more from mild to severe. Upper
Tespiratory tract symptoms (eg, rhinorrhea, sore throat) are uncommon !

- Asignificant proportion of clinically evident cases are severe; the mortality rate among diagnosed cases
is about 2% 2

- Infection should be suspected based on presentation with a clinically compatible history and known or

likely exposure (residence in or travel to an affected area within the past 14 days, exposure to a known
or suspected case, exposure o a health care setting in which patients with severe respiratory tract
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Description
Abacavir is an oral, synthetic guanosine nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor (NRTI), indicated for use in
with other to treat HIV. Abacavir is associated with a hypersensitivity

reaction that occurs in approximately 5% to 10% of patients. This hypersensitivity reaction, characterized by
fever, skin rash, fatigue, gastrointestinal symptoms, and, sometimes, respiratory symptoms, can be life-
threatening; when a hypersensitivity reaction cannot be ruled out, abacavir treatment is permanently

and is contraindicated 2710

Mechanism of Action

‘Abacavir inhibits viral reverse transcriptase. Intracellularly, abacavir is converted by cellular enzymes to the
active metabolite carbovir Carbovir is an analog of deoxy -5'-ri

(dGTP). Carbovir triphosphate inhibits the activity of HIV-1 reverse transcriptase (RT) both by competing with
the natural substrate dGTP and by its incorporation into viral DNA. The lack of a 3-hydroxyl group in the
incorporated nucleoside analog prevents the formation of the 5'to 3' phosphodiester linkage essential for DNA
chain elongation, and therefore, the viral DNA growth is inhibited.

& Video

‘medical care to identify patients
with symptoms and exposure
history that suggest the
possibility of COVID-19, and to
‘promptly institute isolation
‘measures

Patients with respiratory distress
require prompt administration
of supplemental oxygen; patients
with respiratory failure require
intubation

Patients in shock require urgent
fluid resuscitation and
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Acute complications arise from events associated vith
hyperglycemia and hypoglycemia (also referred to as insulin
reaction). It i important for the HCP to distinguish
between hyperglycemia and hypoglyceia because
hypoglycemia worsens rapidly and consttutes a serious
threat if action is not immediately taken. Table 29 compares
hyperglycemia and hypoglycemia.
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Roboti d surgery (RAS) presents unique teamwork challenges for perioperative team members, ¢ )

vy including anesthesia professionals. The purpose of this study was to explore anesthesiologists'and nurse Volume 111, Issue 1
anesthetists’ teamwork experiences during RAS using an exploratory qualitative study design involving

Results individual intervi ici that k during RAS is both. COPYIGN® 2070 AORN, I

positive and challenging, and the start-up phase is the most demanding phase of RAS in terms of
teamwork. Anesthesia professionals believe that both technical and nontechnical skills are necessary to
patient care and maintain patient safety during RAS. Furthermore, they believe that a
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